
� is, the second book by Steven J. Smith, is a companion to his � rst 
– Freemasonry and the Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences – � e Masonic 
Way to Finding God (2026). It explores the many numbers encountered 
in the ritual, symbols, and temple layouts of English Freemasonry 
through the lenses of Pythagorean mystical numerology and Euclidean 
geometry, with particular emphasis on Pythagoras’s theorem and 
Euclid’s 47th Proposition of his � rst book of the Elements. � ere is also 
emphasis on numbers found in the Old Testament, which, together with 
the seven liberal arts and sciences, forms the educational foundation on 
which Freemasonry rests. � ese are all foundational motifs found in 
English Freemasonry, which the author relates to literature and events 
in the history of Freemasonry, as well as to Western esoteric traditions 
that feed into it. Taking each number in turn,  the mystical properties, 
geometrical relationships, and contexts of the seven liberal arts and 
sciences are explained and related to the context in modern English 
Freemasonry. � is is an invaluable guide to help the Freemason more 
fully understand Freemasonry’s purpose, but it will also bring to a 
wider academic and public audience an understanding of the intended 
purpose of Freemasonry.

Steven J. Smith lives in London, UK and is a retired chartered 
surveyor and property developer who, as a Freemason, took to 
academic study of the subject in later life. He gained a Master 
of Arts in Western esotericism from the University of Exeter 
(2011). He undertook further study at Canterbury Christchurch 
University (2014–17). He has been a Freemason for over 33 years 
and regularly lectures to Masonic audiences in London and the 
home counties. He has authored several articles and papers on 
various aspects of Freemasonry, which have been published in 

Masonic books and journals. He now brings this, his second book, to the discourse 
of Freemasonry and Western esotericism. He has a wife, two daughters, and � ve 
grandchildren. His other passions are golf, gardening, and yoga.
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